Dear Community Council President

| am a resident of your Community Council district, and | need your help because | am concerned with
the safety of traffic in our neighborhood. Like the vast majority of New Yorkers, many of our commu-
nity members do not travel by car; they walk, they ride bicycles and they rely on public transportation
to get around. Thus in our neighborhood, the safety of our streets is a high priority to both our mobil-
ity, quality of life and our personal safety. | believe the problem of traffic chaos in our neighborhood

is defined clearly, every day on our streets. We need better enforcement to deter this life threatening
behavior.

| am collaborating with Transportation Alternatives to provide quantitative data to demonstrate the
problem of street safety in our neighborhood. Over the next few months, | will be conducting a sur-
vey of traffic violations in our neighborhood. A team of neighbors and community members equally
concerned with traffic safety will complete a scientifically-significant sampling study of select danger-
ous intersections in our community and record the level of traffic law compliance there. As our study
produces results, | request the opportunity to present our findings at a Community Council meeting.

Just as graffiti on our streets or turnstile jumping in our subways encourages greater crime our neigh-
borhood, dangerous drivers on our streets discourage physical activity and create a feeling of chaos
and fear. We want our streets to be safe for children to play and calm enough to encourage a healthy,
active community, and I’m sure you share those goals. Through our upcoming work

cataloging dangerous driving in our neighborhood, and by beginning a conversation at the
Community Council about supporting safer streets, we have the potential to change the way drivers in
our community.

| hope you will join us in leading our community towards safer streets. | will be in touch to arrange a
meeting to discuss the different ways you can improve the safety of our streets, for the health, safety
and well-being of all members of our community.

Thank you for your time, and | look forward to sharing the results of our work in the future.
Sincerely Yours,

INSERT YOUR NAME HERE

cc: City Council Member INSERT NAME, City Council District #
cc: Executive Officer INSERT NAME, NYPD Precinct #
cc: Community Board Chair INSERT NAME, Community Board #



It’s not just this neighborhood. It’'s not Critical Mass. It’s a citywide trend.

Cycling is on the rise, and the cyclists need our protection.

SEEN MORE BICYCLES ON YOUR TOUR?

Over the past three years, the DOT has installed 200 miles of new bicycle lanes. Between 2007 and
2009, the number of cyclists commuting to work rose 66%. There is a new class of traveler on our
streets; cycling is growing rapidly and we need you to respond to the change. Here are some things
you should know about bicyclists and cycling, and some ways you can help protect this new group
from the dangers of the roads.

What you need to know about cycling in NYC:

Not all groups of 3 or more cyclists riding together are Critical Mass. It is more likely that these
cyclists have joined together for a safe, law-abiding group ride, or happened upon each other by
chance.

In case of a crash, cyclists are 6.5 times more likely to die than someone protected inside a
motor vehicle.

Thousands of cyclists are injured in crashes every year.

Both bicycle lanes and discouraging reckless driving keep cyclists safe and encourage calmer,
less hazardous roads for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.

How you can protect cyclists:

It is illegal to stop, stand or park in a bicycle lane. When a vehicle is obstructing a bicycle lane,

the cyclist must merge into much faster moving traffic. This hazard can be prevented by issuing

summons for parking in a bicycle lane.

» RCnNY § 4-08 (e)(9) - It is against the law to park, stand or stop within or otherwise obstruct
bike lanes.

» RCNY § 4-12(p) - Other vehicles shall not drive on or across bike lanes.

It’s scary out there for a cyclist. Cars blow by at terrifying speeds. Drivers not used to sharing

the road pass at too close distances. Certain violations of traffic law are more dangerous than

others. According to the DMV, the following violations are most likely to cause crashes and
fatalities. These violations should be most strictly and aggressively enforced when trying to

protect cyclists.

» Unsafe Speed (speeding is the number one killer on NYC roads)

» Cell Phone Use (distracted driving causes more crashes than any other offense in NYC)

» Failure to Yield the Right Of Way

» Disregard of Traffic Control Devices (such as road markings, traffic signals, and traffic signs)

» Alcohol Involvement

» Turning Improperly (turn signals are required 100 feet prior to a turn, and warn cyclists what a
vehicle is about to do)

» Passing or Lane Usage Improper (turn signals are required 100 feet prior to a lane change,



PEDESTRIAN INTERCEPT SURVEY

Are you a resident of this neighborhood? YES NO
What is your age?

Check your primary mode of transportation when traveling to:

WALK BIKE SUBWAY/BUS TAXI CAR

WORK/SCHOOL
SOCIAL/VISITS
SHOPPING

RECREATION

Check how safe this area is for:

VERY SAFE SAFE AVERAGE UNSAFE EXTREMELY UNSAFE

PEDESTRIANS
CYCLISTS

DRIVERS
Have you ever observed drivers breaking the law in this area? YES NO

If yes, check how often you have seen illegal driver behavior:

VERY OFTEN OFTEN REGULARLY INFREQUENTLY VERY INFREQUENTLY

Have you ever felt endangered by traffic while walking in this area? YES NO

If yes, check how often you have felt this way:
VERY OFTEN OFTEN REGULARLY INFREQUENTLY VERY INFREQUENTLY

Do you avoid areas of your neighborhood because you feel endangered by lawless driving?

YES NO
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SAMPLE SPREADSHEET

TIME OF

DAY VIOLATIONS

Yield/Car
Yield/Ped
Light
Stripe
Sign
Turn
Passing/
Lane
Backing
Dbl Park
TOTALS

Yield/Car
Yield/Ped
Light
Stripe
Sign
Turn
Passing/
Lane
Backing
Dbl Park
TOTALS

CALCULATIONS
TOTAL SURVEY TIME =

8 hours

SURVEY DATE - SURVEYEOR NAME - SURVEYOR LOCATION

4/14 - Sladkus - 4/16 - Sladkus -

Intersection

9
3
210
18
4

0
0
252

Mid-Block
0
2
0
10
34
0

16

68

TOTAL VIOLATIONS PER HOUR =

= 932 total violations

/ 8 total hours of surveying =

Intersection

3
63
76
34

2

9

21

2
1

211
4/23 - Duhaime - 4/23 - Coughlin -

Intersection

2
13
43
26

0
14

101

116.5 violations per hour

0
2
0
7
56

3
72

4/9 - Duhaime -

Intersection

2
29
21
31

0
29

117

4/16 - Henderson - 4/14 - Henderson -
Mid-Block

SUM
VIOLATIONS
Mid-Block
0 12
1 69
0 286
1 60
51 113
1 18
5 30
4
3 7
64 599
4/9 - Horneck -
Mid-Block
6 10
0 44
0 64
0 67
33 67
0 43
5 29
0
3 9
47 333

RED LIGHT VIOLATIONS PER HOUR =
599 AM violations + 333 PM violations 286 AM violations + 64 PM violations = 350

total red light violations

/ 8 total hours of surveying =

43.75 red light violations per hour
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BLANK SPREADSHEET

TIME OF SUM
DAY VIOLATIONS SURVEY DATE - SURVEYEOR NAME - SURVEYOR LOCATION VIOLATIONS
TOTALS
TOTALS
CALCULATIONS
TOTAL SURVEY TIME = TOTAL VIOLATIONS PER HOUR = RED LIGHT VIOLATIONS PER HOUR =
AM violations + PM violations = AM violations + PM violations =
total violations total red light violations
/ total hours of surveying = / total hours of surveying =
___hours violations per hour red light violations per hour
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EARLY AM: VIOLATION TALLY SHEET

Please return to: 127 West 26th Street,
Suite 1002
New York, NY 10001
212 629-8080 fax 212 629-8334

Surveyor Location
Date Start Time End Time
VIOLATIONS 7:30 - 7:45 7:45 - 8:00 8:00 - 8:15 8:15 - 8:30

Please count each violation in fifteen minute increments.
Use one line per violation (|) and group five together.
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LATE AM: VIOLATION TALLY SHEET

Please return to: 127 West 26th Street,
Suite 1002
New York, NY 10001
212 629-8080 fax 212 629-8334

Surveyor Location
Date Start Time End Time
VIOLATIONS 8:30 - 8:45 8:45 - 9:00 9:00 - 9:15 9:15-9:30

Please count each violation in fifteen minute increments.
Use one line per violation (|) and group five together.
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EARLY PM: VIOLATION TALLY SHEET

Please return to: 127 West 26th Street,
Suite 1002
New York, NY 10001
212 629-8080 fax 212 629-8334

Surveyor Location
Date Start Time End Time
VIOLATIONS 4:30 - 4:45 4:45 - 5:00 5:00 - 5:15 5:15-5:30

Please count each violation in fifteen minute increments.
Use one line per violation (|) and group five together.
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LATE PM: VIOLATION TALLY SHEET

Please return to: 127 West 26th Street,
Suite 1002
New York, NY 10001
212 629-8080 fax 212 629-8334

Surveyor Location
Date Start Time End Time
VIOLATIONS 5:30 - 5:45 5:45 - 6:00 6:00 - 6:15 6:15 - 6:30

Please count each violation in fifteen minute increments.
Use one line per violation (|) and group five together.
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